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STEP APPEAL CHRONOLOGY

RE : 471 Application Number:
Funding Request Number:
Funding Year 2:

131643
237457
July 1, 1999 through June 30, 2000

December 1, 1999 Talked to George McDonald, Schools and
Libraries Division (SLD) Director of Operations. (Effective June
11, 2001, George McDonald will become SLD's Acting President as
the current president, Kate Moore, is leaving.) In our December
1, 1999 conversation, Mr. McDonald said that to solve our problem
we should write a letter appealing the decision and asking for the
restoration of funding, and, also, requesting a SPIN change to the
SPIN of one of the underlying common carriers. In this
conversation he acknowledged that, even among SLD personnel, there
was confusion regarding the rules and requirements of the new E
rate program.

December 3, 1999 Letter to SLD Appeals Unit.

December 21, 1999 Checked with SLD hotline (1 888 203-8100) 
Anna - Asked about Year 3 issuance of Forms 470 and 471 - Per
Anna, do not issue Form 470, but do issue Form 471. I called Andy
and advised that the school should not issue 470, but should issue
471 using Nebraska Central's SPIN.

February 15, 2000 Called SLD, talked to Claudette in Appeals
Unit. Per Claudette, no resolution on appeal - sorry for delay 
SLD has over 2,000 appeals for Y2.

March 29, 2000 Called SLD, talked to Michelle - too late in
the day to check with Appeals Unit in New Jersey .

March 30, 2000 Called SLD, talked to Ms. St. George (?) -
appeal still pending, no resolution yet.

April 27, 2000 Called SLD, talked to Joann - appeal in review
- in final stages - letter will be sent - didn't want to give date
- said maybe a month/month and a half.

May 15, 2000 Called SLD - appeal is with ~appeal reviewer"
- no decision yet.

June 15, 2000
- said appeal is

July 20, 2000

Called SLD, talked to Joe in the Appeals Unit
still "being processed" - no hold-up for Y3.

Called SLD twice - computers down.



July 21, 2000 Called SLD, talked to Michelle - computer
system in Appeals Unit still down - said she will check when
system back up and will call with information.

August 24, 2000 Called SLD - nothing going on with appeal -
SLD person said they were probably waiting on COPAN decision.

November 7, 2000 Called SLD, talked to Joann - I asked about Y2
funding deadline that was fast approaching - she said if appeal
granted, will receive money even if after deadline.

January 2, 2001
many others."

Called SLD - appeal still pending, "as are

April 12, 2001 Called SLD, talked to Mark Parker (?) - he
called SLD Technical Division - Roger at Technical Client Services
said matter should be resolved in a couple months.

May 11, 2001 Called SLD, talked to LeAnn - said she would
check with SPIN change group and Appeals Unit and call me back.

May 31, 2001 Called SLD, talked to Julie - said she would
have LeAnn call me back.

Called SLD, talked to Dan - Dan assigned Case
Number 51673 and said he'd have LeAnn call me back.

Called SLD, talked to Josh - LeAnn had left
for the day.

June I, 2001 Called SLD, talked to Mary - she checked with
LeAnn - LeAnn is working on it - waiting for response - still no
resolution - will call.

LeAnn called and left message for me that the
decision letter was going out today. I immediately called LeAnn
and left word for her to call me back. No response. . .

Loretta Calabro
TELEC Consulting Resources, Inc.
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AKENDKENT NO. 1

This Amendment No. 1 is made this 1~b day of June, 1992 by

and between CONSOLIDATED TELEPHONE COMPANY and THE NEBRASKA

CENTRAL TELEPHONE CO., hereinafter the "Companies", SANDHILLS

TECHNOLOGY/TELECOMMUNICATIONS EDUCATIONAL PROJECT, hereinafter

the 'Co-op', and CUSTER COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 044, CUSTER

COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 025, SHERMAN COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT

NO. 001, CUSTER COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 015 and BLAINE COUNTY

SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 071, hereinafter in the aggregate the "School

Districts."

WHEREAS, the companies have formed a Nebraska General

Partnership n~ed NEBCON Partnership ("NEBCON') in which the

Companies are equal Partners, for the purpose of owning,

operating and maintaining the fiber optic telecommunications

cable facility Which is the SUbject matter of that certain

Facilities Lease Agreement between the parties hereto dated

May 1, 1992 (the "Agreement'); and

WHEREAS, the Companies desire to assign the Agreement to

NEBCON, and the Co-op and the School Districts are willing to

consent to such assignment.

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the premises, and other

good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of

which is hereby acknowledged, the parties agree as follows:
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1. All of the rights and obligations of the Companies set

eorth in the Agreement shall be assigned to NEBCON, and NEBCON

shall be substituted for the Companies in the Agreement.

2. section 2.2 of the Agreement shall be amended to

provide that all payments by the Co-op and/or the School

Districts shall be transmitted to NEBCON at 22 LaBarre Street,

P. O. Box 700, Gibbon, Nebraska 68840, rather than to

Consolidated Telephone Company.

3. All notices to be directed to NEBCON shall be

transmitted as provided in Section 8.3 of the Agreement to the

companies at the addresses shown in such Section 8.2.

4. The parties reaffirm all of the remaining provisions of

the Agreement.

E
P.AlIlOIARY.Stitc of ..-asa:a

M. LOUISE CLARK
. . lAy Comm. Exp. Feb. 26.1995

ATTEST:

SANDHILLS TECHNOLOGY/
TELECOMMUNICATIONS
EDUCATIONAL PROJECT

BY~~~
Its: f}~

BLAINE COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 071
(SANDHILLS PUBLIC SCHOOLS)

By: H CJ:--u.._ ~~

J
CUSTER COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 015
(ANSELMO-MERNA PUBLIC SCHOOLS)

By:~ .r /7J-H<~
Its: ?~. 8~~ '£cI/

-2-
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ATTEsT:

~.h--<J 4 A < (J!-..--~
CUSTER COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 025
(BROKEN BOW PUBLIC SCHOOLS)

~)/~
II, t-< L/)Y't" r , j~Its:

-_--w~=__ _'_~I....:-l.:...;...:~ _

ATTEST:

(1 N.J.-I ,.J., ~ / 'i r;J.,

Oa':JL/Ju./ 'y? ~f2;V

CUSTER COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 044
(ANSLEY PUBLIC SCHOOLS)

By:
--~~"""""~-~:..:...:....:..:.....:::::..=..~--

Its:

CO.

:OMPANY

"

By:-1tI~~
Its: '~AMdl1Yl~

SHERMAN COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 001
(LOUP CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS)

Its:_..L~::::::::'~ _

THE

ATTEST:

;i. ~E~....,." IIiAsbr; LINDA OIIERIIJU,ER

<~~.;",;~;b:e~.~~I)'~C:_::.:"'::J::-=)9=-=G\::i:J

L~ y\ ciu O~\..vYu. \ \.u--
.J~ G" lqq J-

ATTEST:
;"';'~sa~f!!'!'lW.'!"!"'!!"!n!!'='rAl!":yi!l.~$IatI~tf!':'..~,~da~

j.~a 'nRIIL DCl8BdSt1NE
._.. Mye-. Eo. .... 13.1994

'/' .("/'j)xf~.!;zi~·,
'7J &2-2./C/l' ,

JI) 10E- ;;; I I '1 0, c).

ATTEST:

-3-
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CERTIPICATE OF PARTllERSHIP

This certificate of Partnership is being filed pursuant to

Neb.Rev.stat. §67-101 (Reissue of 1986).

1. The name of the General Partnership is NEBCON

Partnership, a General Partnership.

2. The general nature of the business is: to own and

operate fiber optic telecommunications cable facilities and to do

such other business as .ay be agreed upon by the Partnership and

permitted by The Nebraska Uniform Partnership Act.

3. The principal place of business of the General Partner

ship is: 22 LaBarre Street, P. O. Box 700, Gibbon, Nebraska

68840.

4. The name and address of each of the Partners in the

General Partnership is: Consolidated Telephone Company,

6900 Van Dorn, suite 21, Lincoln, Nebraska 68506 and The Nebraska

Central Telephone Co., 22 LaBarre Street, P. O. Box 700, Gibbon,

Nebraska 68840.

DATED: May 1, 1992.

STATE OF }:l::BR.'\$K.:\ k ...
C;)=t"l ::;f Buffalo \ -

Rocorded in the CoU:lty C~k's Office
- -e r th 4O:! sa! ~nty e -- .

Cay Of•.•~~ __ -199o< ac.J)oPM.
__.Y.:0~ Re..:OJ-d

~
- !.JC> P N -$'11. ~tG-01l. <~o.•• --_ ...- --- -QCAr:k~-

Title:...r...;,~~~ _

THE NEBRASKA CENTRAL TELEPHONE CO_

::~l~~~::~
I
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SECRETARY'S RECORD, NEBRASKA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

BEEOlU: THE NEBRASKA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

IN THE MATTER OF A JOINT APPLICATION ) Application No. C-923
BY CONSOLIDATEP TELEPHONE COMPANY )
AND :mE NEBRASKA CENTRAL TELEPHONE CO.)
FOR CERTIFICATES OF PUBLIC ) GRANTED
CONVENIENCE AND NECESS ITY TO PROVIDE )
FOR TRANSMISSION OF DISTANCE LEARNING )
AND CERTAIN ADDITIONAL TELECOMMUNI- )
CATIONS TRAFFIC. ) Entered: April 14, 1992

APPEARANCES

AND

For the Applic~~ts

Paul M. Schudel, Esq.
WOODS & AITKEN
1500 American Charter Center
206 South 13th St.
Lincoln, NE 6BSCa
(402) 474-0321

o P ! N ION

BY THE COMMISSION:

For the !nte~vencr, US West
Communications, Inc.

Richard L. Johnson, Esq.
1314 Douglas On-The-Mall
omaha, NE 68102
(402) 422-5617

FIN DIN G S

The applicants, Consolidated Telephone Company
("Consolidated") and The Nebraska Central Telephone Co.
("Central") filed their joint application (hereinafter referred
to simply as "the application") March 11, 1992 seekinq
certificates of public convenience and necessity. Public
notice was duly published in the Omaha Daily Record March 13,
1992 pursuant to the Commission's Rules of Procedure. On April
6, 1992 the applicants filed a motion for leave to amend the
application. At the same time, US West filed a petition to
formally intervene. The US West petition specifies that it

.consents to the granting of the amended application. At the
Commission's weekly formal meeting, April 6, 1992, it granted
the motion. The amended application is therefore the subject
of this order.

As amended, the application seeks certificates of authority
for the construction of a fiber optic telecommunications
facili ty ( "facility" ) to provide "Distance Learning" to the
Anselmo-Merna, Ansley, Broken Bow, Loup City, and Sandhills
School Districts ("school districts") in connection with a
program referred. to as the "Sandhi lIs Tech-
nology/Telecommunications tducational Project ("STEP").
Construction of this network by the applicants will be, at
least in part, in the US West local exchange.

No protests to the application were received.
Division of Communications filed letter

The Nebraska
of informal
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SECRETARY'S RECORD. NEBRASKA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Application C-923 Page 2

intervention apprising the Commission of its interest in this
matter. The application will therefore be administratively
processed without1 a hearinQ and relying on the affidavit
attached thereto.

of
the
the

the affidavit
Secretary) ,

fully advised,

consideration of the pleadings,
E. Thompson (ConsOlidated's

statutory authority, and beinq
is the opinion and finds:

Upon
Clifford
pertinent
Commission

This application is governed specifically by Nebraska Rev.
Stat. §75-604 (Reissue 1990) which states in pertinent part:

W(l) Except as provided in section 116-805, no.•. corpor=a'tlon .•• $hall o"fe~ any

tal&eo-.,iclIl'Uona _,..vic. or ~h.al1 construct new telee_ic:.tiona; fllC:illtl.$ In or

extend existing teleco--unleation$ facilities into the territory of another

teleC:-.,r\ieat.1otlt eCHIP.ny fo~ the purpose of providing any telec-.w'li_'Uorut s.~v.i_

without first aakin9 ~ application for ~ r.eelvlng fro. t~ c:o..i.al~ • certificate

of public o=onvanienc:e and nec.S$!ty, after ctu. notice and ,..••rl1l9 under the rules Bnd

regulations of the co_isdon. Before grWltl". • certHl0.t. of eonv.... l ....o. and

~.$sH)', the co..lss1on $/'\.11 find th.t: la) The territory in which the eppl1~t

propo~as to off.r t.lac~unic:.tlans servlc. Is not receiving re~sonably ad~te

t.l6Co-.unieatlons service; lb) the portion of the territory of another

tal.c~icatigns eoapany In which O~ into wflid'l the uplicant proposes to construci

n4W f~llities or axtend its axistln9 t8cl11ti.$ I. not and will not within a rea$~l.

ti~e receiva reasonably ad.quate taleo=o.-unicatlons s.~viee fro~ the telac~ie.tions

cOllPany a1r_dy _rvlng the terrH:o~y; o~ Ie) the ~lleation is agrM8b1. to the

subscribers 0,. subscriJ>.r$ and to all telee~ieiltJons cQaplY'lie. involved In the
.~tt.,., w111 not create a duplJcaUon of facilities, and is in th4 inter.st of the
PUblic ~ the party or parties requiring telecoaMUnlc:atlons sarvice.

Before the Commission can issue the certificates souqh.t by
the applicants, it must make specific findings as required by
§75 ..604. Cbllmbers Rural Tel. Co. v. K. & II. rei. Co.,
Inc., 179 Neb. 735, 140 N.W.2d 400 (1966).

Consolidated is a Nebraska corporation with its principal
place of business located in Lincoln, Nebraska. As a local
exchange carrier ("LEC"), Consolidated prOVides tele
communications services to subscribers in the Anselmo, Arthur,
Ashby, Bingham, Brewster, Brownlee, Dunning, Halsey, Hyannis,
Merna, Mullen, Purdum, Seneca, Thedford, and Whitman exchanges.

Central is a Nebraska corporation with
of business located in Gibbon I Nebraska.
provides telecommunications services to

its principal place
As a LEe I Central

subscribers in the

,
See Title 291 Neb. AdmIn. Regs. Ch. '. RUle 018.03
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SECRETARY'S RECORD, NEBRASKA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Application C-923 Page 3

Ansley, Arcadia, Burwell, Comstock, Ericson, Gibbon,
Burwell, North Loup, Sargent, Scotia, Shelton, and
exchanges.

North
Taylor

The telecommunications services furnished by Consolidated
and Central are, as a qeneral matter, subject to regulation by
the Conunission and are provided pursuant to statutes, rules,
and regulations administered by the Commission.

Distance Learning, as qenerally understood, and as used
speci£icallY in the amended application, means communications
which provide any student who is physically separated from the
instructor with the capacity to interact with that instructor
or with mediated instructional programs.

The school districts cited above, through their school
administrators, have stated to Consolidated and Central their
desire to implement Distance Learning between their schools
wi th implementation coordinated through STEP. In this
connection, STEP and the school districts have requested
Consolidated and Central to construct the facility for the
transmission of audio and video signals and to allow provision
of Distance Learning.

The facility will proceed generally alon9 a route with a
northernmost point at the Sandhi lIs High School building in
Dunning, then proceeding to the Anselmo-Merna High School
building in Merna, thereafter entering US West r s Broken Bow
exchange area at the meet point with Consolidated's Merna
exchange, proceeding to the Broken Bow High School bui ldinq I

then to Central's Ansley exchange to the Ansley High School
bui lding, then across portions of US West's Mason City and
Litchfield exchanges to US West's Loup City exchange and
through that exchange to the Loup City Hiqh School building.
The facility will not be connected to US West's central offices
without US West's concurrence.

US West has consented to the construction of the facility in
and through those exchanges of US West as described in the
preceding paraqraph for the purposes of providing Distance
Learning services.

Consolidated and Central intend to install a multiefiber
optical cable as the facility, to be jointly owned by both
companies on an equal basis, ~ith SUfficient capacity to carry
Distance Learning traffic for STEP and the school districts,
and to complete placement of the facility for use by July IS,
1992. Additionally, Consolidated and Central intend to lease a
portion of the capacity of the facility between Broken Bow and
Loup City to US West for the purpose of providing diverse
routing for such exchanges as well as other US West exchanges.
Use of the facility will be pursuant to contractual
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arran2ements
West.

with STEP, the school districts, and us

Absent construction of the facility, adequate transmission
facili ties do not exist which can meet the specific
requirements of STEP and the school districts, nor does
transmission capacity exist to allow diverse routing of
telecommunications traffic to US West's Broken Bow and Loup
City exchanqes. Duplication of facilities will not occur as a
result of this application's approval. Further, the
application is agreeable to the subscribers (the school
districts) and to all the affected telecommunications
companies. Approving the application is in the interest of the
public and the subscribers. Therefore, the application
satisfies the requirements established by §75-604(c). The
evidence before us demonstrates that the publiC convenience and
necessity requires this application be granted.

o R D E R

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED by the Nebraska Public Service
Commission that Application No. C-923 be, and it is hereby,
granted and that Consolidated Telephone Company and The
Nebraska Central Telephone Co. are authorized to construct,
operate, and maintain the facility over the route generally
described supra to provide transmission for Distance
Learning services for STEP and the school districts, and to
provide transmission capacity for diverse routinq of
telecommunications traffic of US West.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that this order be and it is hereby
made the Commission's official certificate of public
convenience and necessity to Consolidated Telephone Company and
The Nebraska Central Telephone Co. to construct, operate I and
maintain the facility over the route and for the purposes of
providing Distance Learning and diverse routing' as described
previously in this order.

MADE AND ENTERED in Lincoln, Nebraska this 14th day of
April, 1992.

2
Revle'w' of the contract leads us to conclude Itl> cont8nts are not g8,.••no to

approval of the .ppllcatlon, other then that the parties are In agree..nt as to hov
the system shel I .frect them. We therefore do not requIre the contract to be made a
part of the record In this application. -
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ATTEST:

MMISSION

COMMISSIONERS CONCURRING

)J,~
j).~-

Ilst/Frank E. Lan~is. J~
Iis//James F. Munnelly
Iisi/Eric Rasmussen
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'We're the Envy of the Area'

Linking Up
Many Rural Regions
Are Growing Again;
AReason: Technology

Small Nebraska Towns Find
Fiber Optics Help Bring
Jobs and New Residents

By BILL RlcH ..... D11
~~." n.pot"tl't' o/"hrI: 'W.u.l.. S'n.Jla'T JoV'U'.u.

AINSWOR'l'lf. Neb. - For yeaJ'3. trav·
e1ers hen were gneted by a blaooanl that
.Illd, only hall In Jest, "Welc:ome 10 Alns·
worth, the Middle of Sowhere," So when a
rult of, wt nd blew the ,till dDwu lut
&pring, It Hemed like an omen of change.

While Ainsworth II far :rom the nureat
Intentale, It and many otter tiny tOWlUl
nnd !hem!!lves located Millt on tIle tnfor
matlon superhl(lrway. For lIle rest of the
na~OlI. the multimedIa. mepblt rutw"e
may $~11 be lOOI~y hype and hope, bul
Imall·town America II Ilartlnr to ret ao
1n~lInr of whal it means. as tile new
techDOloC' b1un I1I&tlncUons between ru
nil and urban uelll.

AlllNOrth'l llUbllc Ubruy bOllte a
two-way. V1~rerenelnll' unit. Sidney
Sal!:man, the lown's 67'year-old mayor.
says when Slat! ornclals InstaUed the
system two yellrJ qu. he nrured It would
be an electronlc lI'aClCel plbeMnr dille. But
by now, juat aboul everybody In town hu
tried U - Includln, tI1m. Ulc&J mlnillers,
hospital omdals, I lawyer and lnsuranee
lIIenl uae It I'fIUlarly. The Over-SO ClUb
even squeeted In fronlof the set to dl5c1lal
their arthMlla I1I\th the stair 0( a nunlne
smoolln taro(ln omaha.

"With this thine," till! lII&)'OI' marvela,
"we're just another suburt or Ch!equ."
HDw, Where 1lI1.lve

Like the cominr 01 the :-aJlroad a cen'
tury SCtl and the arrival of the lnleraCale
htlllway system In tile 1ll6G.1, telecommunl·
eolian Is dramatically ~amnCini rural
~Ife. Such dnelopmenll as /lber optics and
data rompresalOD art sllaJ<1ni up every'
Chine rram bu!llnea to rural edUcation to
medicIne. And perltapeulmportant as its
InOuence on how Il"OIlle live, the new
lechnolol)' II SlATtln, III Llfect IlIAere they
live.

Durtnr the l'l1nJ. rum COlIllOlidallons.
plummeting land prleeo and d••ltnlnr
services drove many people llllt 01 rural
areal like Alnlwartll. AllllDlt IIDnolIced
are recent CenJUI (lrurl'!l shawlne an
aerupt turnabout In the rurllJ dluporll:
~ than 400 n,ral CllUnties whole popula.
Uons shrank durin, lhe 198011 are now
growln,. Hundrecls or othen han eUher
stab!lIzed or sloWed thelr population IoaI
since tt9ll.

In all. durtne lhe nnt tVIll yean of the
19905, rural c:ounUu ralned nearly SOll.DCXI
new ""ldent1l. TIleI II I 1ft&1ll _!rUt to
lhe previous 0....,.. wlMn tilt IUllin
looked so bleak tllaI IClINII pl&nltl'l Sill'
rIOted lurnlnr tlIt GrMt Plalna baCk onr
10 the bullalo. So rapid and uoapecled hu
the popUlation tw'nIlloul been tIlat U S
WI'!II Communlcallont. wbJch IlI'VIces 10
stalU In Ihe ar.&t PlalllJ and Herthwllt,
now hlamlll the I'UNIlnnlJll lor 1W1mp!ne
Its Ill5lallers.

~ 0021002

..... n:=== _ •••

soclal O!'pntAllon In thli counlry."
llnes thai mean Ainsworth can forget

,aboul replacinr Its WMlcldle or Nowllere"
slm? Perhepl. lIys William Beyers.
ct1a1Ml1I11 01 the University of Wub\nr
ton 'a reoeraphy department.

Dr. Beyern l'tIeareh team recently
Interviewed 241 service-Industry em
ployen In runJ areas, utlnllhem wily
they located Where tl1ey did. Wllal he
found. he S&l'S. IfU a prollferatlon ol
IICCOlIn!ante. manqement consullltnts
and arcbtlecll lIIClVlnf 10 II1II11 lDWns.
"Thlle people ITt deeply Into computers
and telecommunlcallooa. .. Dr. Beyers
alYS. "They ean work in .1IllII1 town. and
sell the Information 10 clients elseWhere."
'TwO-EcJced Sword'

BUIOr. Beyers IIJII hillUm also lound
JON nowm, dOwn the nbtr-opUc coble
away fl'Ollt small t:llIlImunltlu. "We fOUnd
laleeommualeatlolll plIUlnI jOlla oul or
JIIIelitowns by ellmlnltllll branch olfices

'B'
'WIre' Br1lIp JoblI

Wl111c some oIlihat lnllux II caused by
rettrteS or companlell seeklnr lower-aJl(
environs, lechnoiOfY oot only II ~nabllnr

thOle lrenob. but e:IlertJnr a pull 0111.1 OW!I,

~t~e~I;~'b.~~:n~eo~I~~:;:.~ Linking Up: Nebraska Towns Sec
eeale saYI advanced-communlcationl
IcchnolOIlY IJ SlArdnr 10 allowsmaUlOWnl ~' High TechnoloCrv. Brm'gill'gJobs
to hold on to eXistlng Job& an<! attract nN ~ J

on~Bv'ry survoy shoWl mol'll people wanl - II tyinll' tOPlher till..lii:ni 011 tne lloc:r.'''7~..-=========--.:::;
to live In small laWnl than can nncl Jobe opllc Ilftwort anela lon,-<Uatanee opel'lllor eulbl ID tIIne ltat..," aayt Eric Tan·
there," he lAYS. "II you wire tb.m, they IIImea handline 24 local ttlepbone compa' ra!0&. a Mayo Olnle communlty·medlclna
wlU como... nlas In !'Iabrulta and Soutll Dt.kOla. Mr. coltlultant and a boud member of the

Nowhere II thll neld 01 dreaml pM- Nelson II debaUnr Whether to InVetl Ir1 a AmartC&J\ Taltrnedldlle Assoclatlon.
nomenon more evlden: than In Hebruk&, mllilon-<loUar, stalHf·!he-art pleca'o/ ''TIIey're PUlhlnr the Informatton super-
wheTt nearty lIlI! the l.8 mUlloct Ttsldenll equlpmenl called an uynehrollDUI tnill' hlehwlY beauH It wlll put them on a par
still reside In pinprick communttlel seal. fer mode switch that ww1d shal'Jl1y bcQat wllh blner SlI.tel,"
tered acron the sIAl•. Tha 19l1O1 Jwn- hb lyslem'l data capaclty. RMeardlen ere Just be(1nnlnll' to
mered Ntbraska, "Uh S3 of Its 93 countl.. The i5-year-01d selon or the familY- Illldy the Impact of eommunlcaUoltl tech-
loslnr population. Since 1390, however. all owned lelephon. company MeJllJ a Pit notnrY on nil'll arau. They say the nl'
but 2il countleureelthergslnin(TllIJdenll awed by this teellnolorY uplOiton. "11m tllln's lrll1lUolUll economic developmenl
or have slablllr.ed. sJ tC1 nr here In AIII'lII'I. Neb., and rm patternl may be In lor a drlmaUc recut· .

John Allen, mrural aoelo1ocllt at the competlnr l\ead·1o-1lead wltll AT&T. MCl Inr. "We are rlpt on the edre 01 a new
UniV1!TlJly of Nebruka, SAys It Is no and Sprlnt." Mr, Nelson says, :'You don'l form of sodal and economic orcnnlZll-
coincidence the Itat!·, populallon tum· need aplant with 5.000 puldnr spacas to do eton." says lIle UDlverslty 0/ Nebruk4's
around IrlcltJ the rrowth of communlca· lhll &Ilymore." Dr. AlI.n. "W. an rapidly approaehlnll'
tion technology here. "Alter the 1!llllJ." In the dellcat! ecnlOfY or small'!olVn the polnllfbtre CecIIllOIoll')' empowers pee-
lays Dr. Allen, "we looked around andsaJd lurvtnl. acceu 10 "the nber." u Nebr~ pie to d1Ulll'e UHlIr ltV1ng paft!rns In Ihe
we han a declaloo to make: W. can do kAIIJ call thalr hl(1l·tecJl 1ranamlalon U,s. People wllllle able to take their lamlly
nothing 1lI10 JUit watch our popu1allon Unel. lIlIlIetlmel can lpell llIe d1llerenee and their sldIla and seWe somewhere
drain away, or we can try lome crullve b.tween Ult.nd dlllll. . based on qUallty of Ufe, nolon how close
thlni'S :0 hold on to our people." I" rue DUlIIIfnr. Neb.• a communlty \lith Chey11 be to till! blr-dty Job market. That's
BuUd It, We'D Use II ---~~: about 131 retldeall. wbaJe /land HlIII Hlrh a departure from lIIe tndlUonal lorm ol

Nebrukaomclal.be...n ,~.local ,,: Scllool II "" of 11ft nnJ Icboola w\illd•• _w" /'.. ~ Into a "dlJlaDct launlnr" IllIlWnrt /be
leJephonecompanJ.. Ind olber bualnH_ ~: ,Ilate let up two)'8Ull lIfO, Dunnlnr can'l
to Invell In roller opUcs. dlCltaJ Nltdtes :: :' alford a foretp-lanll'\l&i8 taacllif. lAY'
IlIlO other hlrh·tecb xur, "We lold Indus' .. Mlchul reahon. SInd- HUll' pr\IIdPll-'
try, 'You build II, and we'O be the ancI10r ~ Jnateld, 315 of sand HIDI' 66 slUdenls tate
tenane.' .. says WII1Iam MUler, dlreetDr 01 ;. . Spanilb from a teacllerln Mt!rna-30 miles
Nebrulta'i diVision 0/ couimunlealJons, ... a....y-bylnleractlve t.lrriI!oo. commun!'

Some 6,100 mJlaa 0/ llbaf-oplle cablellU ::: cellnr over tlIe IllOIIltora on tbtlr cl&ll-
been lald acroa l(e~ruka cornlleldi, pro- ::: room nlIlDd a lax mlCblne.
vldlnr a pathway for Iarp Ill'lDWIII ot ,... • WIthout the ayllem, Mr. Teabon SlYS,
dl(1~zed data used by CllfllOratlON and _. Dunn'·... ludo! II he tto ,.,.- S
hlrh'resoluUon. two-way V1deo. 0 •••• 0.... ;., • .... II n w Will ...... pIIll'

_.. "' :.' lib lI'OU!d haft lG trIosfer' 10 Merna.
eluare usinr the l)'llem 10 SPGI\IOl' a bOlt ;. "Bv.ntually," he Sl)'l, "the smaller high
olllllall-town expertmenta 10 telemedlclne dloot b ~- ••
UKI "dlItance IwnJnr." All bUltlftoflhll S I UIJ uvw... An.. oneil a tommunlly
alate's coun'" ~te ._ Iln'-" _ to .... • Iosaslll hIrh scJIool, 11'1 doomed."

OJ -- _. ..... ..n ..., Donald Vanderheiden. the school SU·
flbeNlptlc ne~. : perinlendent In Broken Bow, another 01

"Nebrulla bu eueUed at adaplllll to the live IoWlll In !he network, sa)'l some
tile l:IlmmunatloNl TftOlutlon, "'1171 COl· sclxlol board me b I'll balked I Ih
lten M"....by. a runt "'" !IJleclallsl at . mea e ~n'-r - , nual :oet 01 aperaUn, the video ,"r-
the canler for the New West. a Denver- IbouI$12.0Il0. "TIley laW lias JUIl another

~.&ya~ul~I= :~: :~~rm=e~:e~~n:;~~"""'rtmt 10 1'0(11 AS.~ 1 what thlllYlt8111 COUld do."
cntl~~ Mnt p;q;-' They do now. ·,ft Uled U1 be that footbaU

NebruD. Nartb Carolina and tllWl are was the lint thlD( they showed Vlsiton
hare." II)" Cryal&l Cole. I Nlllor at

"really on the CU!tlnr edl'lln 1II1/IC lhete Anlley HfIh SChool. 0IIt of lhe Sct1oo1l on
t«IInolO(1ea In lIYeryday life. .. the necworIl ........

P'or example, Aurora, Neb,. with aboul • """ II'S the nber~lIc NDAY. NOVEMBER 21, 1994 AS
3,800 relldenll, hal become SIlmethlnr ola room "
cue st1ldy In II\g1l tecII's Impact In elle H&ifwaY _I lhe state. In cam- lor InlUTance companies and banltI, .. he
Ilate. Durlng the 19881, more lIIan a clouD bridre, ct1UI(e II comln, tn IIIe farm of say•. "'!'lIb II a lwo-edred lWOn!."
empty 'lorell'Ollu lined the lown'l l:IluTt· telemedldne. On a recenl afternoon. 1M Mr. SalzmaIl. Alnsworth·s maYIll', says
l10use SquAre, and population had bell'Ull to lown's tIIree doclon Illiurny In !l'Dnt 01 ~ he lIn't worr1ed. Thlnll'l are looklnr up
dWindle. "There IVU a lime whan there palr nl Inltraetlva vtdeo tereellI In C8IlJ~ /lire since the !SlOt, wtlen tile town lost
w.re only two c!lOlces of lobs If you stayed endp Memcx1al Hospital. prepar\n( llie 1$" 01 Its popuIaUOIl. AllII'IiOrlh'l Cbny
hel'!," JaY" Phillip NelIDn, pra\clent 01 stlt.·s (lnl telemedldne \lIltl8l11- a local dealership has reopened, 'ddlnf a dolell
HAmilton TelecommunlcalloDl. the local man wllOle Ie( paln I. too _re to allow new jobi. Kelly Cllllb. Ihe manarer, I&)'li
telephone lDIlpany. "You OOllId fann, or hlm!O tnYel. wtead. a neUZOlurreon at he hal used tbe dealenhlp's computer.
you could clerk III the Coasl'lo-cout the UniversIty 01 Nebruka Iiledlcal ClnltT. Ifhldt leans inventories acrou 111M Jtalel.
stora," In Omalla uranrea 10 eum\Da lIle m&I\ 011 for about 2M. 01 Ills new-car 1IieI. Two
P1.yotf for BuaIuu tile Video unIt 'nil! lpedaUlt deD~ an y!an lID, Jerry KOIZUI IlIOVed Ills tom·

Nowadays. Aurora's unempjoyment II oplnloa 011 the IpoI and 11ll.1 a mon : pultNInlrnlnr llullneu, Up-'n'·RUIlnlnr.
under U pertmt. and tIlere are no VAeIIl' compllta dlll1\OllJ lWO days latlt'. to A1nnorth. hll wlf.', hometown. alter
ct.1 on the town square. TlIree ll'IlI1JCDIlU· "We d\clll't even ItnoW ....hat naluld Ilo burflan trashed his home In Phoenix lWlI
nental nber-oprtccablH CI'DII'un'IlUIlCIln( when WlI put Ir1 our order lor e lot of C1111 yean aCtl. "I laid I don'C need thla. And
HamUton County. enabllnr lAnU en.• the you Ilnow "hal. Ididn't." llye Mr. KoalUt.
pol'food manutac1Urer. to IIn1l III heavily . who plans to hl~ lIOn new empiOYlles neXf
automated Auron plant ..,llll corporate equipment,.. 11)'1 JIIIItII lac1laDn, Cam· year,
headquarlers In O&ylon, OhIo, u watl II brldre IiltlllOrlu', iIlret:tor 01 ancllliry Alter nve yean I1I\llIout I new house.
wlthshl()pel1l11lll major cuatomen &l'OIIJld ~,erv1cu. l'fow, Mr. JacltlOn 1&71 proudly, four have been built here so far thll year.
the country. Thalnelwlll'k allowed!amJ to any seope Inttrted la any orltlce C&II~. "We're rettlnr healthy," says tile mayor.
DeloII producliOll and tnueua III IDeal monitored al the olIllf eDd 01 lilt cable. 'We're the envy ollbe area."
wcrk lorte 10 125 from :In Cambrldrt MtmolUl II IIDplnJ to ex·

"Ten yean AlII. (IbM' optlcs wouldn't ..nd III rudl IlVlIn furtIIer. The &b«l
have been lmonr our top-10 reuotll for hoJpll&l II nlll1lUlIlnr to hooIt ~ wllh
openlnr a planl here." IAn Daniel Mur- Mlnnellola's Mayo Cllnle: Mayospeclallill
pIly. lamI's plant control·sysleml analyat WDUld alnlull by two-way 'Ideo while· a
ID Aurora, How. Iilr, Murphyaaya. '1t'lln Cambridge "'efllOr1&I doc:tM examll\tll a
the top t!Inle." pallent hlllldreda 01 mil.. away.

Yr. NellOll's telephone company hal "We WI do 1oIayo'1 Inltl&l workup or
alto booe~ III wol1t force to~ than any lollow-upe rtchl here by telemedl'
200. up from JD a cIemde aco whtn It C;lne." Mr. Jacbon .Ill'll. TlIe p!'OflIoelJ:
sllelled ouc S21.1lllO fnr Itl rlral seven mLIeI . New palleDla and new jobI." lie 1IIY1.
01 nber-oplJc cable UnJdnr two local min Telemedlclne experts lII)' jlllt &bool
COO\ll!raUYeJ. The rompany'a fiber _ e"ry larre medical CIa.. ID the llDtII1lrY
klolll lCfOSl ita lI)(kquare-mlie IIlII'VIce II experlmenllnr with similar two'lfay
uea, and HAmilton operalesa telemartlal· DIItrelCh prorrams for patients llYlnr In
Inr tlllier. a eaele·tele'f\slon syetem_!!,~t rural pU1l olilalfs Uke NelJnlka. Idaho.

Montana and AlIIi&.
"There's a lot or dll1 between IIr,hl
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Sandhills'schools to share courses this fall
By KEITH BLACKLEDGE

Telegraph Editor
BROKEN BOW - Four and

possibly five Sandhills area
schools expect
to begin shar
ing courses
through in
teractive
com munica
Lons begin
ning this fall.

And $91,000
for a two-wav
satellite con·
nection to the
system is be-
in g re com· VANDERHEIDEN
mended by
the governor - the only new
investment in NebSat capital
construction outside of Lincoln
and Omaha in the governor's
proposed bUdget.

Satellite send and receive
equipment will be the second
phase of the project. The first
phase will involve fiber optic
connections between classrooms
in each school that will enable
Jarticipants to interact with each

other at all of the locations.
That phase is on schedule and

expected to be ready for first
class offerings this fall, accord
ing to Don Vanderheiden, Broken
Bow superintendent of schools
and director of the project.

Although some difficulties have
developed in negotiations with
telephone companies, Vander
heiden said he does not expect
those problems to delay im
plementation.

Participating schools are
Broken Bow, /\J1sley, /\J1selmo
Merna, and Sandhills at Dunning.
Loup City schools are considering
becoming a part of the project,
which would be the first K-12
interconnection of its kind in
!\ebraska. Thedford schools were
originally involved in the plan but
decided not to participate.

Principals of the schools in
volved have been meeting to
decide which classes to share and
to coordinate calendars and
schedules.

The telephone system will al-

Please see Sharing, Page 8

- -_._. -".-- "'~_ •.._--
Technology, ownership offer
snags in program start-up

BROKEN BOW - Differences over technology choices and who
should own the equipment have snagged negotiations over telephone
service involved in setting up a program that would connect class
rooms in four Sandhills schools.

But those difficulties are not expected to stall the project, accord
ing to Don Vanderheiden, superintendent of the Broken Bow schools
and spokesman for the project.

To connect four schools, and possibly a fifth, the system would
need to use the lines of three telephone companies: Nebraska Central
Telephone Company with headquarters in Gibbon, Consolidated
Telephone Company of Lincoln and US West.

Nebraska Central and Consolidated offered prices of $56 per month
per mile for use of two strands on parts of the fiber optic cable they
control. US West said its will not lease the "dark fiber," the project
specified, but would prefer to lease a full-service system.

"Dark fiber" refers to the fiber only, without input devices.
Vanderheiden said legislative funding for the pilot project anticipated
that the state would own the send and receive equipment on each end
of the system.

Roger Stuhmer of US West in Omaha said the company will not
lease the basic fiber without "the basic electronic protective equip
ment we put into our system," but will continue to work with
Vanderheiden.

Please see Snags, Page 8

Telegraph/George L. Hipple

Schools to be linked by fiber optic cable for a two-way
video course sharing beginning this fall include Sandhills at
Dunning, Anselmo-Merna at Merna, Broken Bow and Ans
ley. Loup City may also join the program.



Snags
Continued from Page 1 .

."
"We're working very hard to·

develop an alternate system'
close to the price he needs to
have - to give him a product
that's acceptable," Stuhmer said. '

There has also becn dis
agreement over appropriate
technology, according to Melodee
Landis in the State Department
of Education. US West wants to
use T1 equipment which is digi
tal. The Sand hills schools chose
tiber analog instead, because it
presently offers greater flex
ibility and more freedom for in- :
teraction. :

At the present stage of Tl ;
technology, Sandhills could not be :
interactive with all four class- :
rooms at once as they would with :
analog the schools chose, Landis
said.

Vanderheiden said if an'
agreement cannot be reached'
with US West, it is possible'
another company might be able:
to lay its own tiber optic cable:
around the part of the system
now served by US West. .

Landis said the ideal situation
from the state's point of view'
would be for the Sandhills group
to proceed with the analog pro- '
gram and for another group 
possibly one chaired by Suth
erland Supterintendent of Schools:
Mike Cunning - to use the digi- .
taL '

The demonstration projects,;
she said, are "very important to
help make decisions down the'
road. We need to learn what is '
appropriate for state funding,'
what for local funding, what
technology to use, how it works:
in the classroom."

Cunning at Sutherland said his
group is seeking state funds to
develop a two-year pilot project
using the Tl digital technology.
The project presently operates
with two-way audio/graphics ca
pability with interaction between;

l schools at Sutherland, Alliance"
Callaway, Wallace, Chadron'
State College and a high school in
Austin, Pa.

- By Keith Blackledge
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Small schools lead in ed technology
New frontiers in K-12 education arc being pioncered not in the

state's largest schools, but in some of the state's smallest. And
IlIuch of the leadership is coming frO.lll this part of the stale.

As described in a Telegraph story Sunday, four and possibly
five Sandhills schools expect to begin sharing courses by two
way audio/video OWl' fiber optic telephone lim's this fall. That
will be the first project of its kind in Nebraska, though similar
projects are already operating in other states, particularly
Minnesota and Kansas.

On that system, courses taught in one school will be seen as
well as heard on video screens in other schools. A teacher at
Dunning might be lecturing to classes, and taking questions from
students, in Broken Bow, Anslcmo-Merna and Ansley high
schools, for instance. Courses could originatr at any or the
schools, and be shal'ed simultaneously with classes at any or all
of the others. Loup City may become the fillh participant.

Meanwhile, course sharing between schools by two-way audio
and graphics transmission is in its second year for another set of
schools located in West Central Nebraska - and beyond..

Courses in Spanish I and II originating at Sutherl;:Hld are being
heard by students in Callaway, Ncb., and Austin, Pa. Students in
Sutherland and Wallace arc taking French I in a class that
originates at Alliance. Seniors at any of the high schools can get
a freshman college-level course in English composition from
Chadron State College. Faculty at the high schools took their
college human relations course -- a relatively new requirement
fc:r certification - from Chadron State without leaving their
home towns.

In this system, <'lasses away from the originating site can hear
but not see the instructor. They can share written work, graphs

and still-pictures back and leJlth on a video S('I"('('II. The graphics
can by typed or handwritten and picked up by a vid('o C:IllH'!"a.
or may originate and be transmiltpd hy signa\:; from a COlll
puter.

Next step for the Suth('rland-WalLlc('-('all:I\\":l~'-i\llianc('

Chadron-Austin group is to get two-way live video Ir:IIlSllIissioll.
The roadblock, as is otlen the case, is with funding.

Both projects arc unique in Nebr:lska. Other schools are
getting satellite courses by onc-way vidpo. t\\"()-way audio. Hnt
these arc courses originating with NplJraska ET\'. or f'rolll otlwr
states. No other Nebraska high schools ,11"(' slt:lrin.g thpir own
courses between schools throngh satellite ,lIld klepl10nr Ipch
nology.

The importance of' these projects to till' stal<'. :Ind ('SI)('('ially til
small schools in rural Nebraska, surely is ob\'io\ls. i\t tlH' st'lI·t.
of conrsc, they require extra investment not only of lllOIll'Y, but
of time and energy for teachers. adlllillistr:ltors and stlllit'llts
learning how to usc the technology.

There arc an infinite nUlllber of altl'!"n;ltl\'('S to l'Xplol"l' ,llid
complications to unravel. Tlwl"e arc dilre!"('nc('s o\('!" what
technology to usc, how to usc it, how to pa.\' for it. who Ilill du
what. There arc choices to make. ,lIld Illist:lkl'S to I){' Ill<ldl'

Given all that, what will devl'lup out nl" tl1('S,' \,cntllrr''i will 1)1' ;\
core of knowledge and experience tll:lt c<ln })(' tr(\lIsl'errcc! III
schools throughout the state - and beyond

Distance learning in this pattern call 1ll(',1!l the salv(\IIOIl 01"
small schools and small comJ1l11niti('s ,llId <III exp;\Il.siOII 01"
possibilities for schools of nil sizes.

For Nebraska, t.his grand advcnture illto t!l(' f"Ilturc is st;lrtllll'
in places like Calla\vay, Wallace, Sutlll'i"I<lIH1. Brokl'l\ BOIl:
Alliance, Dunning, Anselmo-l\lerna. Ansll'y ;lIld LOUIl City
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Jg- Fiber-Optics System to Link 4 Schools
ay Broken Bow, Neb. (AP) - At least con~idering. becoming a part of the over telephone service in the program.
Ito four schools III the Nebraska Sand Hills proJect, which would be the first K-12 But those difficulties are not expect-
:er expect to start shanng courses through mterconnectlOn of Its kmd 111 Nebraska. ed to stall the project Vanderheiden
ts a telephone communications system Principals of the schools have been said. '
'nt this fall. meeting to decide which classes to To connect the four schools, and
ns About $91,(0) has been recommended share and to coordll1ate calendars and possibly a fifth, the system would need

for a two-way satellite connection to the schedules... . to use the lines of three telephone
m- system by ('JOv.Nelson. . . Vanderheiden smd the technology IS companies: Nebraska Central Te!e-
Id, Satellite equipment will be the sec- 10 use In other states, but has not been phone Co w'th head uart 'G'bbo
nd and phase of the project. The first phase used yet for secondary schools in Ne- . .' I q ers In I n,
es will involve fiber-optic connections be- braska. Chadron State College is deliv- CO~TII~~t~ Telephone Co. of Lmcoln
ys tween classroom'> in each school that ering some college class(~s at an '. :s . .

Will enable students to mteract WIth Scottsbluff uSlllg slmilartechnology. Nebraska Central and Consohdat~
ck each other at all ofthe locations. The Sand Hills project is officially offered pnces of $56 per month per mile
er The class-sharing program is expect- called the sand Hills Technology/Tele- for ~se of. :wo strands on parts of the
It. ed to be ready for first class offenngs communications Project. Vanderhei- flbel-optlC cable they control. U SWest

this fall, said Don Vanderheiden, Sro- den serves as director and a &'11d It preferred to lease Its own sys-
in ken Bow superintendent of schools and coordinating cOlmcll is made up of the tem. .
~h director of the project. suverintendent and one board member Roger Stuhmer of US West In Omaha
1e The telephone system will allow from each participating district. saId the company" will not lease t~e

"complete,live interaction at all sites," . ., baSIC fIber Without the baSIC eleclromc
ld Vanderheiden said. "The teacher can A $293,000 state appropnatIOn IS fund- protectIve P.qllJpment we put mlo our
Ie see alllhe students. Alilhe students can ing the first phase. Funding. from each system," but will continue to work with
It see the teacher and all the other stu- partlclpatmg school dlstnct IS expected Vandf'rhelden.
l~ dents. There will be computer and FAX to equal about the cost of one teacher's "We're working very hard to develop
'lf connections between all classrooms." salary each yeartor five years. an alternate system close to the price

Participating schools are Broken Meanwhile. differences over technol- he needs to have - to gIVe him 11
Bow, Ansley, Anselmo-Mema, and Sand ogy choices and who should own the product that's acceptable:' Stuhmer
Hills at Dunning. Loup City schools are equipment have snagged negotiations said.

v A("'~rlprnlr Opr;:\thlon ~;.orn-;~t'C Rill r:10'ht~ ~;:)n(1S
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Small schools lead in ed technology Gift enab
to visit d

11(',11' 1\11', Hu,s: 1'111 ;1 "\'/'\ c
lIJ\ltlll'/' _\1\' ,S"II \\,;IS k>I\'d I J

p\l~III\' III ',Jill~' uj' !:I,i! ~'[',II'
PI'(J!,[, :, is I 11\'1' ill \:\'I\' \"

alld III\' SUII IlIc's It I I~~tltilll"

I!l' I' 'ill till' !il''ipil:d 111t'l'l' 1
('<111\1' of till' (',Ill' lie 11\'1,1; H('
ILI\'IIII~ :1 1'\l111~1l lilllt, dt':II:III', \1

Iw; IIIIII'S,S Illlei IS ;iI'I:1111 II,
d,\ 1/ il~

\\11;11 I Ileed IS 1l\CI1I\'\ lUI
ruulIIIIl'ip !JlIS tll'I;('( Ill': ;IS);;
I'llI' Ius 111t1tll\'l', ilild I I" :lllt ICI .'

hll11 J I', \)I'k ;IS ;I S('\:lIl'/ly gll:1
<llId dUll'l h,I\'I' lllllCIl II!illll'y
lr'l' I P<I.\' $I~:I 1'l'lIt <I ,""l'k ;I

btl,\' SidJII;IY lokl'/I.-; ,II" I t'"ud
hil\'I' ~III 11'11 ;lllel S;i "I Ilut !i!,
1'''1' Lllllldl'l' T!r\' ti<'l,\'! j,;'iLi. 1
S)I \\,)uid Ill' 111\"'. J :1l11

',:111>\''', allli 111\' SOil 10; 2;-, l'Il';1
VI' /111' Illl' l'j;;lIl('(' til L:II h' II:

II!/II '\11< j\j(; 1:1,,,,1\1\
.\ \

D(,:II'\lls. (;,: YOll'l (' hi"
I'alll'd III ,~II, partil'lJially h.\' II
10\i' ill YOIII' hf'al'l hil' .\'11111' ,II
so il shall hI', 1'/11 '('Ildilig ,\\
~:l.jl) til CO\'('J' 1'('lIt Ilhill' \ "II Illl'

IIlIl'k alldL:I'III'I'all'\pl'II" '. It',
dar!, Iliad Villi III lI,'i I Ila\'I'! 10 Si
your SIIII. (;ol! gl,llIt \1111 II
SIIl'Il~Ih 10 S{'l' lilt' li~ht \111('11 I
11'I'leO/IlI'S YIIUI' Sill/ !I01ll("

1'{'I'i'V: II' Villi Ld{(, Itll' \','l)li
"p;JiII',v" ;Inll "gills" :llIci Pi
till'lll togl'ther, th:ll i1l'st dl

IJili'S )'lJlI J)O('S If I'\'I'!' hili/ii'
,I i Iii th:1! p\'lIpll' likl' 1111' /1'<1\
I, I" I ," II

and stilJ-pil'tures b:H'k ,Ind forth on a \ideo S('l'I'I'11 Till' gnljJll:\'S
can by typed or handwritten and picked up by a \IChou (':liIH'I;I,
01' may originatl~ and be transmitted IJ~' signals I'rolll ,I l'OIlI
pu tel'.

Next step f'or the Sutlll'rlallc!-Wall:lcc-C',t1I'IW;\.\'-;\lli;lIICI'
Chadron-Austin group is to gel two-way Ii\'(.' \'iell'o translliission
The roadblock, as is onen the (',ISe, is with fundillg

Both projects ar(' unique In Nebr'lska. Other sC)lOuls ,11'('

getting satellite courses by ollc-way "ideo, tWO-II;IY :Ilulio Blit
these are courses ()I'igin:ltill~; lI'itiJ NelJl'<Isk:1 E'I'\', [II' frllill Iii 1'1'1'

states, No oflltT Nebrask<! Iw.;!J scllOol.s an' Sll<ll'lllg thl'il 1",111
cotlrses l)('tl\'['l.:11 schools IIJI'()[lgh silkllile ,Inel klcp!JOII(' (['\'11

1I010gy,
TIle impol't:II1l'C 01' thesc )ll'uj\'CI' 1,,111 " sLltc, ,lllci (''';IlI'c'I,tll,\' I"

small schools ill Itlr:l! NclJrask,l, stlIL'I.\' IS oLJvil.ltI,; I\t tll1";l:lrl,
of course, til\',)' requirc extra illvestlliclil 1I0t Oltl~' III 111011('.\', }Ild
of tilll(' :!Ild l'l1ergy ('01' tc,lclll'IS, iltlllllllis(I',ltUI'S illid >;lildl'llts
leal'l1illg h[lll' tu usc the techllology,

There ill'(' ,1/1 inflnit(' nUIIIIJC'r of ;l!tl'l'llilll\'l'S (0 (~Xpl"I', ;! Ilel
complie;ILiol1s lu tlnI';lve! 'I'111'rc an' dr/fl'l'l'IICI'S O\'l'I' '.', !I;d
tl'.c!lnulogy t.0 lise, !J()II to lise ii, iJU\I' II) lidy I'ur ii, "Ih" \1,\1 de)

what. Th(~I'(, ,Ii'll choicl's to Ill;I!,(', dill! IIlj,lakl's to hi' lI!dde
Givell all th,lt, \\'hat \\'ill develop Otlt ut Ihesl' \l'llllill':; will 1)1 ;1

core of knowledge and eXpCI'Il'11Ce LhaL can 1)[' Ililllsil'rreel I'i
schools thruldlOut thc sLate -- and Iwyolld

Distance ICill'lling in this pattcl'n ca/I llll'dll Ihl' salvidllllJ (1/
small schools and small COJIllllunities illJlJ illl ('x/Jan III/I III
possibilities for schools of all sizes '

For Nebraska, this grand advcnttlI'c into t.h(' 1'111111t' IS Slelll!,!'
in p!;)ccs likt! Calla\\'ay, \Vallilce, SlIIIICI'I:lllcI, HI'(IK('II ! ',!i",

AlliuIlCC, Dillillillg, Anselmo-Merna, Ansley alld LOll/! ('liy

.,11':1('P thp vntf'I'<: in 1()7~

New frontiers in )(-12 education an~ being pioneered not in the
state's largest schools, but in somc of the state's sllJallest. And
much of the leadership is coming from this pal1 of the state,

N, described in a Tclegraph story Sunday, four and possibly
five Sandhills schools cxpect to begin sharing courses by two
way audiolvideo over fibcr optic telephone Jines this fall. That
will be the first project of its kind in Nebraska, though similar
projects are already operating in other states, particularly
Minnesota and Kansas,

On that system, courses taught in onc school will be seen as
well as heard on video screens in otllel' schools, i\ tcacher at
Dunning might be lccturing to classes, and taking questions from
students, in Broken Bow, AnsleJl1o-Merna and Ansley hi,L':h
schools, for instance. Courses could originate at any of til('
schools, and be shared simultaneously with classcs at any or all
of the others. Loup City llJay becomc tlie filth partiCipant.

Meanwhile, course sharing between schools by tWO-\v:1Y audio
and graphics transmission is in its second year for another set of'
schools located in West Central Nebraska - and beyond ..

Courses in Spanish I and II originating at Sutherland arc being
heard by students in Callaway, Neb" and Austin, Pa, Studcnts in
Sutherland and Wallace <ire taking French I in a class that
originates at Alliance. Seniors at any of the high schools can get
a freshman coJJege-Jevel course in English composition from
Chadron State CoJJege. Facl/lty at tile high schools took their
college human relations course - a rebtively new rcquirement
for certification - from Chadron state without leaving their

:[, home towns.
't',.:l

'.~;(,' In this system, classes away from tile originating site cun Ileal'
"'~f'but not see the instructor. They can share written work, graphs

\~~' " ,
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with a good school system," he said of
begin accepted into Nebraska 2000.

It improves Broken Bow's chances
of bringing new people and busi
nesses to town, Vanderheiden said,
because it shows the community has a
good school system.

Also, Vanderheiden said he hopes
that this attention will make the
district's patrons realize the schools'
desire for improvement and get more
of them involved in the restructuring
process of the schools.

"Many of the same things can be
said about the distance-learning
project," he said.

It shows the schools and communi
ties have taken a bold step to provide
a good education for their students,
Vanderheiden said.

'This (the project) will give many
of the state policy and decision mak
I Continued on page 3

communication-Technology Educa
tion Project (STEP) will beat 3:30 p.m.
at Broken Bow High School. An open
house and demonstration of STEP
will begin at 2:30 p.m. with students
from all five schools taking part. Be
sides Broken Bow, other schools are
Loup City, Ansley, Anselmo-Merna
and Sand hills.

"I had things pretty well lined out,
but now l'I1 have to go to plan B," said
superintendent Don Vanderheiden.

He was referring to state dignitar
ies who might not beableto attend the
dedication of the kickoff breakfast
because of a special session Gov.
Nelson has called which began Oct. 5.

All this attention to the schools is
not only good for them, but also for
the community, too, Vanderheiden
said.

"It brings the name of Broken Bow
to thesurfaceasa thriving community

A breakfast at 7:30a.m. will kickoff
the school district's entry into Ne
braska 2000. It wiII be at the Elks
Lodge and is open to the public.

Besides Nelson and Kerrey, other
featured guests will include Florida
Gov. Lawton Chiles, Nebraska's
deputy director of education Doug
Christensen, assistant commissioners
of education Polly Feist and Marge
Harouff, and Andy Cunningham and
Rod Armstrong of Nelson's policy of
fice, along with people from the state
technology consortium and NebSat
Coordinating Council. Armstrong isa
Broken Bow native.

Nebraska 2000 is the state's version
of America 2000, a six-point plan to
make U.S. students better educated
and more competitive against other
students around the world by the turn
of the century.

Dedication of the SandhiIls TcIe-

By Jeffery J. Bielser
CHIEF managing editor

Broken Bow Public schools will re
ceive a good dose of attention this
week.

Gov. Ben Nelson and U.S. Sen. Bob
Kerrey will be in town Friday to wel
come Broken Bow into Nebraska 2000
and to dedicate the long-distance
learning project, which links it with
four other communities in Central
Nebraska.

Bow Schools honored this week
Spotlight
on STEP,
state goals
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lob Kerrey Interacts with students at fIve schools via new technology In telecommunications.

Kerrey in 5 schools at once
Long distance learning gets help from technology

y Michael Hooper
1e Independent

BROKEN BOW - Students from five
ebraska schools visited with Sen. Bob
eITey Friday during a demonstration of
stance learning, a new technology in
ebrask.a education.

With the hclp of fiber optics and tele
sion monitors, students in Loup City,
nsley, Anselmo-Merna and Dunning
liked with the former Democratic presi
~ntial candidate as he stood in a Broken
ow classroom.

!t seemed the top question un their list
as whether he would run fur president
,ain in 1996.

"~o." he said he wit! nm for the U.S.

Senate again. Kerrey expects Presldent
eled Bill Clinton to run again in 1996, and
Kerrey said he wants to get more work

done as a U.S. senator.
He was one of several VIPs in Broken

Bow to help dedicate the Sandhills Tech
nology-TelecolluIlunications Educational
Project (STEP),

Gov. Ben NelsQn called the technology
"a tremendous move forward" in educa
lion He commended Broken Bow Public
Schools Superintendent Don Vanderhei
den for having the vision and dedication to
bring lhe technology to the area.

STEP broadcasts classes to otner
schools and allows students to see each
othf'r and participate in discussions. For

exampl~ photography IS taught in Sand
hills PJblic School in DIUlning, but stu
dents in Broken Bow also are

particpating in the class, Vanderheiden
said it an inteniew.

In addition to photography, STF-P is
being used to teachphysics, pre· calculus,
social studies, a college-credit En~lish
class and three levels of Spanish. About 8(1

studenls are involved. Vanderheiden said.

In ordl!r ~or the STEP program to work,
a fiber optics cable was buried bctwcen
the schools this year, Vanderheiden said.

Two of the 10 fibcrs in the cable hold IG
tel.evision chalUlels, the audio, a fax ma
chine and a romputer, he said.

On Friday, Sen. Kerrey ga"e a ci";cs

lesson lin tbe C'oll~titutioll. whicb w~s

,·,·,rablish('d. in 1'31"1, to "pnllllole the ,',"!1
eral welfar"," llf the people.

With that in lIIind, 11(' said, Congress will
be eX:ll11in inf' lh(' Clean Water Act ncxt \
ycar.'.-·!lich '~'ill 3ff~'d Ncllf:1st:a rlgri"'l"l
lure. H,; ,;;:.,t1d ~ ':IIH~t'/:S:3 'lIW~t IJf..' c(lrctl~l

not to fli-'lPH)IJ' ti~C' gent'!nt '.\-elhn' uf thi'
cllvir(l!11llf'!l1 O\'('l" tile f!'~JU'r':ll 1\'f.:'lr,'Jn~ of
thf' f'C'f\pJf~.

. ~tll(hltc w'." ,"d Iml.\" ;nlcrr.<tcd in poli
t,c.".

"1!:1\T HIli el'T bcen III the End ZflllP
bar in An'sll'Vo-- :' ;(irl from Allsky asked

Kern~.v ~:,~i'i h~> was tlH're ill 1~'IB7 when
he 11'<13 on I,is '.1."- I." Bn'~:en How (0 I
P3..r1i":.P;1~tl jlJ,tht' t.- ::;l.' BtY\ r"!l':-':l.S;lnt JlunL

"T1hlse 1,1"i" 1""'- ennd or d·q·,.'· !1i"':;;ljd
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l rSAC SL Appeals - SLD Guidelines for Review

Appeals - SLD Guidelines for Review

SLD reviews appeals of its decisions in accordance with guidelines established
by the Schools and Libraries Programmatic Subcommittee of the USAC Board
of Directors. There are four circumstances when appeals can be granted by
USAC, assuming there are no other issues identified during review:

1. When the appeal makes clear that SLD erred in its initial review.
If SLD makes a mistake (for example, denies funding because the
request includes 30% or more of ineligible services), and the appeal
points out that mistake (demonstrates that all the services were in fact
eligible or that the cost of ineligible services was not included in the
original request), SLD will grant the appeal.

2. /When the appeal makes clear that the applicant made a mistake
' / in information provided in or with the application leading to

funding denial and that SLD could have identified the mistake
from information provided with the application. If the applicant
made a mistake in completing the Form 471 (for example, put in the
wrong contract award date in Block 5) and had provided information to
SLD either with the application or during PIA review (for example,
provided a copy of the contract to PIA during review with the award
date indicated) and when the appeal points out the mistake (the wrong
contract award date) and how SLD could have seen the mistake (from
the contract provided during review), SLD will grant the appeal.

3. When the appeal provides documentation to correct an incorrect
SLD assumption made because there was insufficient
information in the application file about an issue. In general, PIA
will contact the applicant and ask for all information necessary to make
decisions about an application. If that contact does not occur, however,
and funding is denied based on an incorrect assumption, SLD will grant
an appeal when the appellant points out the incorrect assumption and
provides documentation about the issue that is consistent with
information originally provided but also successfully resolves the
ambiguity in the original file.

4. When SLD obtains policy clarification or new policies between
the time of funding commitment and the appeal decision. Over
the life of the Schools and Libraries program to date, there have been
policy clarifications from the FCC that have changed the way SLD views
some funding requests. For example, remote access routers were
viewed as ineligible products because they could be used to access the
Internet remotely from ineligible sites. In its November 1999 decision
on an appeal from the White Sulphur Springs School District, the FCC
ruled that such routers can be eligible if they are not used remotely.
SLD changed its guidance on the web site and granted subsequent
appeals that met the conditions for eligibility.

Consistent with these guidelines, SLD will not accept new information on
appeal that is inconsistent with information in the file used during review. If,
for example, an incorrect contract award date is entered in Block 5 of the

h Ff!rm 47t resultin.o in a denial for failure to meeLc.omoe.titive bidding
ttp. www. s unlversa~crVlCe org/reterence/AppeaIS~llJ(illlaelll1cs asp
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'- [SAC SL Appeals - SLD Guidelines for Revievv
requirements and no other information on the contract award date was
provided with the application or to PIA during review, SLD will not accept a
dated copy of the contract provided with the appeal as the basis for granting
the appeal.

In each case above, there is a caveat - SLD will grant the appeal assuming no
other issues are identified during review. In order to save administrative time
and money, PIA stops its review of a particular funding request once it finds
one program rule violation requiring denial. If, on appeal, that basis for
funding denial is successfully refuted, SLD must examine all other aspects of
the request to ensure there is not some other program rule violation that
requires denial of the request. If another basis for denial is found, the appeal
will be denied for a different reason than that originally provided in the
Funding Commitment Decision Letter. If a new denial reason is given, SLD is
making a new decision and the appellant would have 30 days from the date of
the Administrator's Decision Letter to file a new appeal - either with SLD or
the FCC.

In general, SLD reviews appeals on a first come-first served basis. Based on
an ongoing analysis of the success rate of past appeals, SLD reserves funds to
cover those appeals that may be granted. Virtually all appeals must be
reviewed and Administrator's Decision Letters sent before we can issue new
Funding Commitment Decision Letters for meritorious appeals. Even though
we reserve funds for meritorious appeals, we must wait until all appeal
reviews are completed to be sure we have reserved sufficient funds. The FCC
is addressing how to proceed in the unlikely event that there is an insufficient
reserve to cover all successful appeals.
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Nancy Wilbourn, of Kraskin, Lesse & Cosson, LLP, 2120 L Street, NW, Suite 520,
Washington, DC 20037, do hereby certify the foregoing "Appeal of Schools and Libraries
Division Decision" was served on this 2nd day of July, 2001 via hand delivery or by U.S. first
class mail, postage pre-paid to the following parties:

~--l'brWv~~1kw~
Nan WI ourn

Chairman Michael Powell *
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW, Room 8-B201
Washington, DC 20554

Commissioner Michael J. Copps *
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW, Room 8-A302
Washington, DC 20554

Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy *
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW, Room 8-A204
Washington, DC 20554

Commissioner Gloria Tristani *
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW, Room 8-B201
Washington, DC 20554

Katherine Schoder *
Accounting Policy Division
Common Carrier Division
445 12th Street, SW, Room 5-A422
Washington, DC 20554

Administrator, Universal Services
Administrative Company
Correspondence Unit
South Jefferson Road
Whippany, NJ 07981

International Transcription Service *
445 12th Street. SW
Washington. DC 20554

* Via Hand Delivery


